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(54) SKIN PROTECTIVE AGENT 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a skin protective agent, which contains, as the effective 
ingredient, a particular water-expandable clay mineral, suppresses external skin irritation, 
particularly percutaneous absorption of surfactants, and effectively prevents elution and 
decrease of corneous intercellular lipids and natural moisture retaining factors, etc. 
SOLUTION: This skin protective agent comprises water-expandable clay mineral of 1-1000|xm 
particle size, 30mV or higher absolute value of its ^ potential and 90% or higher purity. 
Formulation with such a clay mineral changes liquid properties of cosmetics, improves material 
and finish feeling of skin after application of the cosmetics, develops simultaneously a viscosity 
increase effect equivalent to high-polymer thickening agents at low cost, and makes separation 
of liquid cosmetics from a receptacle rapid when dripped off the receptacle. Preferable water- 
expandable clay minerals are organic-undenatured smectites which have not been denatured 
with organic substances. Furthermore, this skin-moisture retaining agent can protect the skin 
from decrease of moisture in the corneous layer. 
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